
Whenever a politician begins to say the same thing over and over again, it is wise to be suspicious. 
Recent rhetoric regarding the up coming proposed £81bn cuts in public spending from Westminster has 
been laden with the words “fair” and “inevitable”. The phrase of choice regarding these cuts is that we are 
all “in it together”.
This rhetoric has now been exposed – the budget was regressive, it cut £11bn from welfare and gave 
£24bn in corporate tax breaks. The belief that unprecedented cuts are necessary – a consensus that 
spread across the political parties before the last election and is echoed daily in the media is entirely 
untrue, but this barrage of cuts propaganda has disabled any critical thought. Cuts, large-scale public 
sector cuts, have become the accepted wisdom of our age. But this is not wisdom, it is dogma.
We are told there is a de�cit crisis in the UK. We are told that we are spending beyond our means. We are 
told that the solution to this de�cit crisis is to cut public spending. None of this is true.
The truth is that since 1750, our national debt has always been higher than it is now, except for two 
40-year gaps. If we are “bust” now, we have almost always been bust. From 1918 to 1961 the UK national 
debt was over 100% of GDP. During that period the government introduced the welfare state, the NHS, 
state pensions, comprehensive education, built millions of council houses, and nationalised a range of 
industries. The public sector grew and there was economic growth. The UK GDP is currently at 54%.
We are not spending beyond our means. We are just spending, and, indeed now cutting in the wrong 
areas. A private paper prepared for Nick Clegg estimated the total costs of Trident renewal amounting to 
between £94.7bn and £104.2bn over the lifetime of the system, estimated at 30 years. This equates to 
£3.3bn per year. Abandoning ID card proposals would save at least £6bn. Bringing our troops home from 
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the pointless war in Afghanistan would save £2.6bn per year. The UK government’s bailout to the �nan-
cial sector was £1.3Trillion. The government still owns £850Billion in bank assets, the current debt of the 
UK is currently estimated at £850billion.
We could also raise a huge amount of the de�cit by making tax evasion and avoidance harder for the 
rich. Figures produced for PCS by the Tax Justice Network show that £25 billion is lost annually in tax 
avoidance and a further £70 billion in tax evasion by large companies and wealthy individuals. An 
additional £26 billion is going uncollected. Therefore PCS estimates the total annual tax gap at over 
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